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At the turn of the nineteenth century Korea was not fully 
aware of the rapid changes of world power, and belated in accepting 
new technology and in raising national power. On the other hand 
imperial Japan which adapted western modernization in fast manner 
planned to annex Korea from long time before and awaiting only a 
decision on its timing. In August 29, 1910, Sunjong, the last king 
of Yi Dynasty was forced to issue a proclamation yielding up both 
his throne and his country. In the preamble of the annexation 
treaty, it declared that Japan’s annexation of Korea was intended 
to promote the common weal of two nations and to assure permanent 
peace in Asia. However, it is well known that Japan colonized Korea 
to enhance the prosperity of Japanese people at the expense of the 
people of Korea. Moreover, "in the years ahead Korea would provide 
Japan a springboard for its invasion of China, which would in fact 
shatter still further the peace of Asia." (Lee, 313) 

After annexation, there were at least three distinctive 
approaches of independent movement: 1) The armed struggle of 
independence forces outside Korea, 2) the diplomatic maneuvers of 
patriots who had taken refuge in foreign lands, and 3) the 
energetic work within Korea of the clandestine organizations and 
educational bodies. The March First Movement busted out of Korean 
people’s resistance spirit against Japanese harsh colonial rule and 
also was inspired by Woodrow Wilson’s call for "self-determination 
of small nations." On March 1, 1919, two days before the funeral 
rites for the former King, Kojong, 33 representatives of the Korean 
people (16 were Christian leaders) promulgated a Declaration of 
Independence, and proclaimed that Korea now had become an 
independent nation. Students also gathered in Seoul’s 
(Pagoda Park) to hear the Declaration read aloud and then marched 
through the streets in peaceful procession, holding aloft the 
Korean flag and shouting in unison, CH3EE24 OF AI (Long live Korean 
independence!). It was a nation-wide protest against Japanese 
oppressive rule, and lasted about a year. More than 2 million 
Koreans in every walk of life participated, and among them at least 
20% were Christians. (At that time Christians were only 1.3% of 
whole’ population.) (Y¥z, 355) 

These unarmed and peaceful demonstrations were immediately 
crushed by military force. The atrocities of Japanese retaliation 
upon Korean people and churches were at most times beyond 
description. In the most cruel acts of suppression, like that at 
the village of *MI@e2j(Cheam-ni), 30 people were herded into a church 
which was then set afire to burn them alive (29 were killed; 23 
Christians, 6 Chondokyoin). ( @ta7Igpq4r+L , 36) 

In consequence, Japan’s propaganda that the Korean people had 

willingly submitted to Japanese rule, now was exposed as mere 
fabrications, and world opinion became extremely critical of 
Japan’s actions in Korea. Accordingly, Japan had to change its 
Getonial policy in Korea, which is so-called enlightened 



administration. 

Unsolved Problems : About 50 years after the independence of Korea 
(August 15, 1945), Korean (Korean-American) people are still 
fighting for following issues to be solved. 

-The full apology from the Japanese Emperor 
-The correction of their school textbooks in relation to their 

annexation of Korea 
-The recognition and compensation for so-called "comfort 

women" forcibly drafted for sexual service to Japanese 
troops 

-The improvement of legal status and maltreatment of Korean- 
Japanese in Japan 
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